
 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

Who is the dog at my child’s school?  

Abbie is a golden doodle certified as a therapy dog. When she is not at school, she lives with Mrs. Beal, school 

counselor. 

 

What does Abbie do at school? 

Abbie has many different jobs. She enjoys visiting with students as they enter and exit the building. She works 

with Mrs. Beal as a therapy dog helping students reach goals related to self-esteem, emotional regulation, 

friendship, anger management, or attention issues among many others. She may also help students with reading 

goals such as fluency and comprehension. 

 

What about pet allergies? 

No dogs are 100% hypoallergenic, however golden doodles are considered to be very low allergen.  Abbie does 

not shed and is groomed frequently. She is bathed before coming to school. Students are to wash their hands 

before and after petting Abbie. 

 

What should my child do if they are afraid of dogs? 

There are several rules that Mrs Beal will follow at school to ensure that all of students and staff feel safe. If a 

student is afraid of dogs there will be ample space for them to keep their distance at all times. Safety is the 

primary focus of this program. 

 

What is Abbie’s training? 

Abbie has had over eight months of training to pass her certification as a therapy dog. She works through Bright 

and Beautiful Therapy Dogs, Inc. Her awards include: AKC STAR Puppy Class and Testing, Basic Obedience 

Class, Canine Good Citizen Training Program, Certification passing the Canine Good Citizen Test, Therapy 

Dog Introduction Class, Advanced Skills Training Program, Internship including six supervised visits, Therapy 

Dog Certification Test, and Continuing membership in a Therapy Dog Club. 

 

How do I know that Abbie is healthy? 

Abbie has regular visits at Sharon Center Veterinary Hospital. She is up to date on all medical care. 

 

A dog in my school? What should I do? 

Students have all been taught to approach slowly with no more than three students. Ask for permission before 

petting, be gentle, and say goodbye after one or two pets.   

 

Wadsworth Middle School is fortunate to have a certified therapy dog working with us. If you would like more 

information about Abbie please e-mail Mrs. Beal.  
 


